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Rapha House Introduction
For the many years that I served as the Dean of Students at
the Northeast Baptist Bible College, part of my responsibility
was counseling students. During that time, I counseled students,
their family members or both in the areas of eating disorders,
parent alcoholism, depression, learning disabilities, anger and
sexual abuse.
In February of 2003, I began to do work in a secular sex
offender treatment facility. During that time, the Lord was
doing a work in my life. He showed me the futility of
psychologically based treatment and burdened my heart with a
vision of opening a Christ-centered facility for the restoration
of troubled youth.
In Psalms 41:4, David asks the Lord to be merciful to him
and heal his soul. Whenever a person is out of fellowship with
the Lord, their soul experiences a loss and during that time will
be subject to the influences of the flesh. There are an untold
number of people in America who, as a result of their own sin or
the sin of another, are hurting in their soul and need for God to
mend or repair them. With the Holy Spirit as Comforter (John
14:16), the Word of God as a tool (Ps. 119:50) and Jesus, The
Balm of Gilead (Jer. 8:22), the healing of hearts can be
accomplished.
The Old Testament speaks of God as Jehovah-Rapha or the God
that heals (Ex. 15:26). This and other passages have encouraged
me to choose the name Raphahelp to describe the overall mission
work and Rapha House as the name of the home for troubled youth.
If the Lord delays his return, Raphahelp will reach out to
hurting people so as to introduce them into a relationship with
Christ as their savior or restore them into a walk of peace and
restoration (Isa. 26:3).

Rapha House Mission Statement
And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste
places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations;
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and thou shalt be called, the repairer of the breach, the
restorer of paths to dwell in.

Isaiah 58:12

The mission of Rapha House is to minister to those
individuals who are overcome by the circumstances of life, to
bring them to a knowledge of Christ as savior and an
understanding of God’s perspective about the events of their
lives and their sinful responses, to counsel the individuals with
the goal of bringing them to repentance, to disciple them and
encourage their faith to where they—as Spirit filled Christians—
will be able to cast their cares on the Lord Jesus Christ and
instruct them in Biblical principles for victory living.

Rapha House Doctrinal Statement
1.

We believe in THE HOLY SCRIPTURES:

Accepting fully the

writings of the Old and New Testaments as the very Word of God,
verbally inspired in all parts and therefore, wholly without
error, altogether sufficient in themselves as our only
infallible and authoritative rule of faith and practice (II
Timothy 3:16-17; II Peter 1:19-21).

We believe not only in the

inspiration of the Holy Scripture as spoken forth in II Timothy
3:16, but also in the preservation of the scripture (Psalm 12:67).

In the English speaking language, we accept only the King

James Authorized Version as the only faithful and honest version
of the Holy Scripture translated from the Masoretic Text and the
Textus Receptus also known as the Received Text.
2.

We believe in THE ONE TRIUNE GOD: who is personal,

Spirit, and sovereign; perfect, infinite, and eternal in his
being, holiness and love, wisdom and power; absolutely separate
and above the world as its Creator, yet everywhere present in
the world as the Upholder of all things; self-existent and selfrevealing in three distinct persons: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, each having a distinct ministry in God’s
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relation to his creation and people. (Genesis 1:1; I Corinthians
8:6; I John 5:7).
3.

We believe in THE LORD JESUS CHRIST: who is the second

person of the Triune God, the Eternal Word and Only Begotten
Son; without any change in his divine person, He became man by
miracle of the virgin birth, thus to continue forever as both
true God and true man, one person with two natures; that as man,
he was tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin; that as
the perfect Lamb of God, he gave himself in death upon the
cross: becoming there the sin of the world, and suffering its
full penalty of divine wrath in our stead; that he arose bodily
from the grave and was glorified; that as our great High Priest,
he ascended into the Heaven, there to appear before the face of
God as our Advocate and Intercessor.

(John 1:1-2; I John 5:20;

Matthew 1:20; Luke 2:26-28)
4.

We believe in THE HOLY SPIRIT: who is the third Person of

the Trinity, and the divine agent in nature, revelation and
redemption; that he convicts the world concerning sin,
righteousness and judgment; that he regenerates, indwells, seals
and anoints all who become children of God through Christ.

All

children of God are baptized in the Holy Spirit at salvation.
He further empowers, guides, teaches, sanctifies and fills
believers who daily surrender to him.

(II Corinthians 13:14;

John 14:16-17; Romans 8:14-27)
5.

We believe ALL MEN ARE BY NATURE AND CHOICE SINFUL AND

LOST: that man was the direct creation of God, made in His image
and likeness; that by personal disobedience to the revealed will
of God, man became a sinful creature, the father of a fallen
race which is universally sinful in both nature and practice,
thus alienated from the life and family of God, under the
righteous judgment and wrath of God, and has within himself no
possible means of salvation. (Romans 3:23, 5:12; Galatians 3:22)
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6.

We believe in SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH: that

salvation is the free gift of God, neither merited nor secured
in part or in whole by any virtue or work of man but received
only by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom all
true believers have as a present possession, the gift of eternal
life, a perfect righteousness, sonship in the family of God,
deliverance and security from all condemnation, every spiritual
resource needed for life and godliness, and the divine guarantee
that they shall never perish; that this salvation affects the
whole man; that apart from Christ there is no possible
salvation. (Ephesians 2:8-9; II Corinthians 5:21, 7:9-10; Romans
6:23, 10:9. 10:10,13)
7.

We believe in RIGHTEOUS LIVING AND GODLY WORKS: not as a

means of salvation in any sense, but as its proper evidence and
fruit; and therefore as Christians, we should obey the Word of
our Lord, seek the things which are above, walk as He walked,
accept as our solemn responsibility the duty and privilege of
bearing the Gospel to a lost world; remembering that a
victorious and fruitful Christian life is possible only for
those who in gratitude for the infinite and undeserved mercies
of God have presented themselves wholly to Christ. (Titus 2:1114; Ephesians 2:10)
8.

We believe in THE EXISTENSE OF SATAN: who originally was

created a holy and perfect being, but through pride and wicked
ambition rebelled against God and his people, leader of all
other evil angels and spirits, the deceiver and god of this
present world; that his powers are vast, but strictly limited by
the permissive will of God who overrules all his wicked devices;
that he was defeated and judged at the cross, and therefore his
final doom is certain; that we are able to resist and overcome
him only in the armor of God, by the blood of the Lamb and
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through the power of the Holy Spirit. (Revelation 12:9; Ezekiel
18:14-17; Isaiah 14:12-15)
9.

We believe in THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST; that his

return from Heaven will be personal, visible and glorious, a
blessed hope for which we should constantly watch and pray; the
time being unrevealed, but always imminent; that when he comes,
he will first by the resurrection of the dead and translation of
the living remove from the earth the saved, then pour out the
righteous judgments of God upon the unbelieving world,
afterwards descend with his church and establish his glorious
and literal kingdom over all the nations for a thousand years.
(Acts 1:11; I Thessalonians 4:13-17; Revelation 19:11-16, 20:6)
10. We believe in FUTURE LIFE, BODILY RESURRECTION AND
ETERNAL JUDGMENT: that the spirits of the saved at death go
immediately to be with Christ in Heaven, that their works shall
be brought before the Judgment of Seat of Christ for
determination of rewards, which will take place at the time when
Christ comes for His own; that the spirits of the unsaved at
death descend immediately into Hell where they are kept under
punishment until the final day of judgment, at which time their
bodies shall be raised from the grave, that they shall be judged
and cast into the Lake of Fire, the place of final and
everlasting punishment.

(John 14:1-6; I Thessalonians 4:14-17;

II Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Luke 16:19-31;
Revelation 20:11-15)
11. We believe in THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE: with
each having definite and distinct spheres of responsibility.
(Romans 13:1-7; Ezra 6:7; Matthew 22:21; Acts 5:29)
12. We believe in THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS: that
Christ is our Great High Priest and through him every born again
person has direct access into God’s presence without the need of
a human priest; that the believer has the right and
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responsibility to personally study and interpret the Scriptures
guided by the Holy Spirit. (I Peter 2:5, 9)
13. We believe in THE LORDSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST: that he alone
is the head of the Body of Christ, of which all true believers
of this age are members; that all members of this one spiritual
body should assemble and identify themselves in local churches.
(Matthew 23:10; I Corinthians 11:3)
14. We believe in THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH: that a
New Testament church is a local assembly of born again, baptized
believers united in organization to practice New Testament
ordinances, to meet together for worship, prayer, fellowship,
teaching and a united testimony, and to actively engage in
carrying out the Great Commission. (Acts 2:41; 4:32; Matthew
26:26-30; 28:19-20)
15. We believe in THE INDEPENDENCE AND AUTONOMY OF THE LOCAL
CHURCH: that each New Testament church is free to govern itself
without ecclesiastical interference, and should cooperate with
other New Testament churches as the Holy Spirit leads; that it
is responsible to follow the pattern of the New Testament church
and is directly accountable to God. (Acts 6:1-6; Galatians 1:12)
16. We believe THE ORDINANCES GIVEN TO THE LOCAL CHURCH ARE
TWO – BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER: that Baptism is by
immersion of believers, thus portraying the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ; that the Lord’s Supper is the
partaking of the bread and cup by the believers as a continuing
memorial of the broken body and shed blood of Christ. (Matthew
3:13-17, 26:26-30, 28:19-20; Acts 2:41; I Corinthians 11:23-32)
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Rapha House Functioning
Facility
The facility of Rapha House will be situated in the
mountains of West Virginia.

It is a 14,580 Sq. Ft., two story

brick building that was formerly a school.

It will be able to

house 40 residents and have ample space for classrooms, social
rooms, foodservice as well as office space and a large general
assembly room. We are currently in the fund raising stage for
the building’s purchase and restoration.

Staff
All staff will be required to continually take part in the
discipleship material and also maintain the testimony of a
faithful Christ-honoring believer.

Staff size will number

between 12 and 15 employees.

Parental involvement
At Rapha House, we believe that in order for victory to be
achieved and maintained the family and its issues need to be
addressed. Parents will be required to attend three to four
module weekends.

During these times, topics such as anger,

depression, forgiveness, parent-child relationships, marriage
and finances will be discussed with Biblical principles
presented.

Although all that is needed for the ministry could

be raised and supported through the faithfulness of God’s
people, parents will still be required to pay a monthly tuition
fee.

It has been proven that if someone receives something

without any personal investment, they will not appreciate or
respect what has been given to them.

We believe that if we are

going to minister to the entire family and expect to see the
grace of God bring the results that he has promised, all
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involved must be seeking and yielding to him.

The tuition fee

is designed to be an incentive for just such a purpose.

The Philosophy of Rapha Christian Academy
God has ordained three agencies: the Church, the Home, and
the Government.

The Church and Government were given by God to

aid the Home in fulfilling its responsibilities. Children are a
heritage of the Lord (Psalm 127:3) and the home—under the
leadership of the father—is given the responsibility to raise
the children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

As

stated in the great commission (Matt. 28:19-20), these
responsibilities are: leading them to the knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ and His salvation work on Calvary; if they come to
know Christ as savior, encourage them to be baptized; and
develop them spiritually so that they are trained in the
principles of God and their spiritual gifts are developed for
His service.
The Christian school, as a ministry of the local Church,
recognizes that they are to aid the family in their God given
responsibility as well as perform the duties of the great
commission (Matt. 28:19-20; Eph. 4:11-16). This would also
entail developing them spiritually, emotionally, and physically.
Therefore, the staff, curriculum, activities and school
atmosphere should reflect Godliness and have bringing glory to
God as their primary objective.

The following statement contains the philosophy of Rapha
House and is limited to the scope of dealing with troubled
individuals and is not intended to include other groups of people
nor is it exhaustive in its explanation. It is intended to
provide a practical view of the philosophy of the organization.
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Rapha House Counseling Philosophy Statement
Man cannot live independent of God (Acts 17:28). He was
created in the image of God and for the purpose of glorifying him
(Eph. 1:12; 2:10). According to Rom. 3:10-18, when man fell into
sin, he was affected in his understanding, will, works, speech,
relationships, heart, actions and emotional state. From this
Scripture, we can conclude that sin has affected man in every
part. Because of his sin nature, man is now a servant or is in
bondage to sin (John 8:34; Gal. 4:3-5, 9). Because of this, man
cannot live as God intended. This inability to live for God also
causes him to be unable to handle life’s problems (I Peter 5:7).
As a sinner, man will handle his problems with some manner of
sin. Gal. 5:19-21 and Eph. 4:31 list some of man’s responses.
As a sinner, man may hide (Gen. 2:8), withdraw (Jer. 20:9;
Jonah 1:3), cover up the matter (Prov. 28:13) or perform other
behaviors, which are opposed to God’s manner (Prov. 6:16-19).
Repeated actions of these types of deviate behaviors can become
habitual (Prov. 5:22). Man may become engrained in his habitual
sinful behavior for one of two reasons: the problem may be so
severe that he may feel the need to continually perform a certain
behavior or problems of a similar nature continue to arise to
which man repeatedly responds with the same sinful behavior.
Man generalizes these habitual behaviors to other areas of
his life that may not warrant such a response. An example of
this would be when a wife, who is frustrated from financial
stress, may on rare moments yell at her husband. If the sinful
behavior is not addressed, the behavior will be manifested in
other situations of frustration or distress, which are of a lower
level. Generalization occurs when the wife responds to a vast
array of life’s situations with a yelling response.
According to I Thess. 5:23, man consists of three entities:
body, soul and spirit. Within fallen man, there is a conflict
between these entities determining which part will dominate or
rule the being. Because the flesh wars against the soul and
spirit of man (Gal. 5:17: I Peter 2:11), it is an indication of
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God’s design that the flesh or body is to be in subjection to
them.

God’s appointed executive of man is his spirit (Gal.

5:16). Conclusively, we can determine that God’s design for man
is that the Holy Spirit of God communicates with the spirit of
man, then man’s directed spirit influences the soul—which
consists of mind, will and emotion—and the spirit led soul leads
the body in interaction with the world about him. In this
paradigm, all actions incorporate the emotional part of man.

The

paradigm for fallen man is somewhat different. The flesh, which
wars against the soul and spirit of man, is in dominion. As the
flesh experiences interaction from the world, the soul of man—
through the aspect of the mind—is influenced emotionally. Man, a
flesh-soul driven being, interacts upon the world. In both
instances, the soul of man is utilized or his actions are always
coupled with an emotional state.
When man continually faces the same or similar emotional
situations, he will perform his previously discussed habitual
sinful response. These habitual responses will intensify his
emotional state. Without God’s assistance, man’s emotional state
will continue to intensify and may manifest itself as out of
control.
At this stage, man is breaking down in his functioning. He
needs a Christian to bear his burdens (Gal. 6:2), bring him into
a proper relationship with God (Rom. 10:13; I John 1:9) and
disciple him in spiritual sanctification (Matt. 28:20). As
fathers were instructed to teach the next generation (Deut. 6:7;
11:18-19) and parents are told to train up their children in the
Lord (Prov. 22:6), the Christian also needs to train this man.
Since Jesus is the preeminent one (Col. 1:18), he is
everything that mankind needs for every situation. If in an
attempt to help man, we only address behaviors, we will at best
produce a conformed man instead of a reformed one. This
individual needs to learn how Jesus Christ is the answer to the
problematic area of his life, exercise faith in the Lord for that
matter and perform by faith the actions that the Scripture
teaches.
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A man who is overcome by life’s circumstances and is
emotionally out of control, usually has deep seated problems that
have never been resolved and have carried over into every area of
his life. For restoration to occur, the following needs to take
place.
1. Identify root problems
2. Identify sinful behaviors used to deal with these
problems.
3. Bring the individual to the point of repentance for such
behaviors.
4. Confession for sinful behavior needs to be made to God.
5. Put Off – Put On needs to take place (Eph. 54:22-24).
6. Glorify God through thanks, praise, worship and living
for him (II Cor. 5:15).
In order to determine the root problems of man, it may be
necessary to identify the origins of the inappropriate sinful
responses. This consists of researching a person’s life
experiences to determine the initial trigger situations. If the
initial triggers are not identified and only actions are
addressed, either inappropriate sinful responses will continue or
alternate sinful responses will be employed.
An example for this would be when a person struggling with
relationship problems comes for counseling and his problem in
relationships is a result of him being a perfectionist. Because
of being driven to perform in order to be acceptable, the
individual has strained his relationships with the use of sharp
tones in speech, the pushing for perfection in other’s lives, the
never being satisfied with the work or accomplishments of others
as well as a host of other similar behaviors.
In order to help this individual, the counselor will need
to determine the root motivation for the individual’s striving
for perfection. He must repent of this goal or belief. However,
he cannot repent until it is pointed out. He should then be
discipled to where he, by faith, walks in the realm of living to
please God (II Cor. 5:15) and not man. Once the individual
understands the love of God and being accepted in the beloved
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(Eph. 1:6), he can then perform a labor of love by striving to do
his best instead of being perfect.
However, if this approach is not taken and the individual
is only instructed to stop wrong behaviors and practice
acceptable ones, the new behaviors will only be short lived and
the root of the flesh again will begin to yield its fruit.
Many times troubled people are told to rise above their
problems or to let the troubling event go. This is not only
dangerous, but also unscriptural. Heb. 12:15 instructs the
Christian to be careful about a root of bitterness springing up
in the heart of the believer as a result of interacting with
other people. In this case, the bitterness would need to be
addressed or put off—through repentance and confession—and then
an appropriate behavior (Eph. 4:32) should be put on.
Restoration will be complete when the individual is no
longer driven by his flesh to respond to the negative emotion of
past or present experiences, but instead rises above these events
as he lives a Spirit filled life of faith.

Goals and Outcomes for the discipleship curriculum
Rapha House recognizes that young people can only be helped
if they are discipled to the Lord Jesus Christ.

As part of the

plan for fulfilling this responsibility, the Reformer Unanimous
curriculum will be implemented.

Through the successful

establishment of over 500 chapters and the countless hundreds of
lives saved, changed and restored, this material has proven its
credibility for success in a program such as what Rapha House is
offering.
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The students will know facts essential for overcoming problems
in their lives.
 Defines terms essential for program comprehension.

 States the ten principles for developing a victorious
life.
 Lists the Fruit of the Spirit, which are essential for
victory living.



States the Ten Commandments, which are the structure of a
successful life style.
By memorizing and adhering to these commandments, it
reduces negative exposure and experiences; removes
guilt, which leads to mood altering; and enables the
student to enjoy a positive and guilt free experience
of life.

The students will understand how facts learned in the program
are an integral part of successful living.
 Identifies causes for past failure in respect to the ten
principles for developing a victorious life.
 Explains how the Fruit of the Spirit plays a part in
victory living.
 Identifies past events in their life, when they violated
the Ten Commandments and states the problems that
resulted from them.
 Explains the way to victorious living as stated in Romans
6.
 Explains the power for victorious living as found in
Romans 8.
 Explains how the principles in the beatitudes are
essential for growth.
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 Explains how to successfully deal with anxiety.

 Identifies positive aspects of their life that not only
motivates them for living but to live successfully.

The students will develop skills essential for successful
living.
 Emotional or problematic events will be identified.
 Sinful thinking patterns will be recognized.

 Sinful responses will be recognized as non-productive.
 Truthful or Biblical thinking will be established.
 Responses based on Biblical principles will be
implemented.

These goals and outcomes will be accomplished by the following
methods:
 One hour weekly group counseling

 Regular attendance to all church services
 Personal journal and devotion time

 Write ten essays on various topics concerning temptations
that lead to a destroyed life
 Meet or exceed 100 personal challenges from the program
director
 Read at least 110 chapters of the Bible
 Memorize 100 Bible verses

 Study the recorded lives of victorious people
 Bi-weekly chapel services

 Personal one-to-one counseling
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The Fruit of the Spirit Plays an Important Part in Successful
Living
The following nine traits or the Fruit of the Spirit will
be developed in the lives of the students so as to equip them
for victorious living.
Love

 defined
 foundation determined
 personally experienced

Faith

 meaning determined
 purpose is understood
 results recognized and

experienced





Joy
the meaning
source recognized
hindrances determined
effects or results
understood
Peace

 definition
 causes for peace with man

and God

 method for successfully

maintaining it
Longsuffering
 defined
 recognized in others towards
us
 personal demonstration
Gentleness

 states definition
 pre-requisites understood
 motives and results

determined
Goodness
 definition
 benefits realized
 recognize goodness from
others
 guidelines established
 requirements established
 personal demonstration

Meekness
 definition learned
 identifying times meekness
was received
 understands the benefits
Temperance
meaning will be established
source identified
purpose discovered
benefits or consequences
realized
 demonstration and
identification in their
life
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Many emotional or problematic events take place in a
person’s life without them recognizing that they are
affected by them.

One method of personal assessment is to

determine if any of the Fruit of the Spirit are missing in
the individual’s life.
Because the ten principles for developing a victorious
life, the Fruit of the Spirit and the Ten Commandments are
so tightly integrated, pertinent guidelines for living will
be identified and implemented for emergent needs.

This

will be accomplished when the individual recognizes his
condition and exercises faith by petitioning God for help
in that specific area of his life as well as receiving
input from personal counseling and support group
interaction.

